For Immediate Release
RE:  Visit Santa at Upper Union Tree Lighting – Dec. 8 – 6pm – Other Holiday Activities on Upper Union St.
SCHENECTADY 11-30-2010--- Santa and the Calvary Tabernacle Choir are on the schedule for the Upper Union St. Tree Lighting on Wednesday, December 8 at 6pm.  The tree is located on the Trustco lawn, 1620 Union St., Schenectady.  The event is free and open to the public.  
The Brown School Singing Ringers chorus and bell choir will be caroling on Upper Union St. on Saturday December 11 and on Saturday, December 18.  The Niskayuna High School Bel Canto Voices will lead a community sing at 2:30pm at Northeastern Fine Jewelry, 1607 Union St., on December 18 at 2:30 pm.  Photos with Santa & Mrs. Claus are scheduled at Bel Cibo Gourmet & Spices, 1740 Union St. from 10am – 1pm on Saturday, December 18.  Donations of pet food or monetary donations for the Animal Protective Foundation will be accepted.  

Participants in an “Origami Workshop” at Sow's Ear Studio, 1597 Union Street will learn how to create and decorate Origami Crane ornaments and gift tags.  The teacher is local artist, Fran Giordano.  The class fee is $15 with a $5 materials fee.  Partial proceeds will benefit the City Mission of Schenectady.  Pre-registration is required by calling 518 370-2042 or 518 339-8912.

Unwrapped new toys may be left at Sondra’s Fine Jewelry, 1624 Union St., for the United States Marine Corps Toys for Tots Campaign Through December 20.   Throughout the winter season, donations of warm coats for those in need will be accepted at Hartz Family Dry Cleaners, 1714 Union St.  The coat drive is coordinated through the Schenectady YWCA.  Non-perishable food items for the Schenectady Inner City Ministries Food Pantry may be dropped off at First Niagara, 1742 Union Street.  Donations to the Community Hospice “Share the Light Fund,” will be accepted through December 24 at all Trustco branches (1620 Union Street or 1706 Union Street).  Trustco is also collecting donations through December 17 for seven local children’s charities through WGNA’s “Pennies from Heaven” fund.  Monetary contributions to the “Make A Wish Foundation,” will be accepted at First Niagara, 1742 Union Street through January 2nd. 
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