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First published: Tuesday, September 2, 2008 
Classy shops right here While walking the upper Union Street business district it suddenly dawned on me that the Schenectady strip, based on shop variety, on a small scale resembles popular downtown Saratoga Springs. 

I bounced that off Mike Mastroianni and Guy Sementilli, owners of long-time Union Street businesses. 

When hit separately with the comparison each hesitated for a moment. "I never thought of that, you're right," was, ironically, the exact same response of each man. 

Of course, Union Street can't duplicate all the high-end chain clothing stores in Saratoga, but Simon's menswear and Musler's women's apparel are fine home-grown operations. 

Likewise, Union Street can't match all the swank restaurants in downtown Saratoga. 

But there are a variety of Union eateries including Scotti's, Home Style, Gershon's, City Squire and three Asian places. 

There is summer sidewalk dining at both business districts. 

Just like Saratoga, Union Street has some upscale jewelry shops, banks, coffee outlets, a brand new tattoo parlor and other services. 

Remember, when comparing, Saratoga is a downtown business district while Union is a much smaller neighborhood center. 

Most importantly, like Saratoga, Union Street is pretty much crime free and without nuisance panhandlers who hang out in urban business areas. 


	


